Commonwealth of Massachusetts

Human Resources Division

Class Specification

Power Plant Attendant Series

I.
POWER PLANT ATTENDANT SERIES:
Power Plant Attendant
II.
SUMMARY OF SERIES:

Incumbents of positions in this series remove and dispose of ash and fly ash from boilers; operate coal handling equipment and perform maintenance and repair on power plant equipment.
The basic purpose of this work is to help maintain the efficient operation of a power plant.
III.
ORGANIZATIONAL LEVELS:

Power Plant Attendant is a maintenance job.
IV.
EXAMPLES OF DUTIES COMMON TO ALL LEVELS IN SERIES:

1.
Fills stoker hoppers; breaks up clinkers; blows soot from boiler tubes; watches gauges and charts; removes and disposes of ashes from boiler pipe boxes.
2.
Operates fly ash systems; keeps systems clean and lubricated; cleans tracks, turntables and pits under ash hoists; pumps out pits and cleans drains.

3.
Operates, cleans and maintains coal handling system.

4.
Cleans, maintains and repairs power plant equipment by performing such tasks as fireside and waterside boiler cleaning and breeching; valve and pump packing; and repairing stokers, grates, piping, traps, bunkers and conveyors.
5.
Performs housekeeping work such as sweeping floors, cleaning stokers and boiler control panels; etc.

6.
Performs other duties as required, including short relief of fireman during rotating shifts.

V.
DIFFERENCES BETWEEN LEVELS IN SERIES:

None.
VI.
RELATIONSHIPS WITH OTHERS:

Major work contacts are with agency personnel.
VII.
SUPERVISION RECEIVED:

Incumbents of positions at this level receive direct supervision from firemen or other employees of higher grade who provide training and instruction, assign work and review performance through oral and verbal reports for effectiveness and conformance with policy and procedures.
VIII.
SUPERVISION EXERCISED:

None.
IX.
WORKING CONDITIONS:

Power Plant Attendants work under exposure to intense heat and excessive noise; the harmful effects of noxious fumes, smoke, coal dust, gases, heated materials, high pressure boilers and furnaces and machinery in motion; may work in cramped, confined spaces; and may work varied shifts, weekends, holidays and/or nights.
X.
QUALIFICATIONS REQUIRED AT HIRE FOR ALL LEVELS IN SERIES:

1.
Knowledge of the cleaning and maintenance procedures followed in a coal fired power plant.
2.
Knowledge of the occupational hazards and safety precautions to be observed in a coal fired power plant.

3.
Ability to understand and follow oral and written instructions.

4.
Ability to understand and apply the policies, procedures, specifications, standards and guidelines governing assigned unit activities.

5.
Ability to recognize potential problems in daily work activities.

6.
Ability to make decisions and act quickly in dangerous situations.

7.
Skill in operating coal handling equipment.

8.
Skill in using small hand tools such as hammers, saws, screwdrivers, chisels, etc.

9.
Ability to read gauges and other measurement instruments on boilers, furnaces, etc.

10.
Ability to work at heights over 15 feet on ladders, scaffolds and staging.

11.
Manual dexterity.

12.
Physical stamina.

XI.
QUALIFICATIONS ACQUIRED ON JOB AT ALL LEVELS IN SERIES:

1.
Knowledge of the laws, rules and regulations governing assigned unit activities.
2.
Knowledge of the operation and maintenance of ash and fly ash systems and coal handling equipment.

XII.
MINIMUM ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS:

None.
XIII.
SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS:

None.
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